Music development plan summary:
Westover Primary School

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-26
Date this summary was published September 2025
Date this summary will be reviewed September 2026
Name of the school music lead Hannah Harman and Georgia Hathway
Name of local music hub Portsmouth Music Hub
Name of other music education Kapow
organisation(s) (if partnership in place) Rocksteady

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

In accordance with our School Values of Kindness, Resilience, Resourcefulness and
Creativity we aim to deliver a Music Curriculum which engages, inspires and
challenges pupils. With a specific focus on promoting Creativity, children will be
equipped with the knowledge and skills to interpret, compose, rehearse and perform
their own music using a range of instruments.

All pupils at Westover have every opportunity to engage with a full and varied music
curriculum. They will know how music contributes to the culture, creativity and wealth
of Portsmouth and the UK.

If children and families so wish, they can have the opportunity to experience extra
music tuition from Rocksteady where they learn an instrument and perform as part of a
rock band.




Throughout their time at Westover, we aim for all children to visit a theatre to
experience a live performance. They will also be given the opportunity to perform at a
theatre with Portsmouth Music Hub as part of their Infant Voices Festival.

We use Kapow as a scheme to support the teaching of music across the school,
which ensures progression and a wide range of opportunities to compose,
rehearse, perform and evaluate. Each half term, the topic is focussed on a
different musical element such as dynamics, tempo or pitch. The learning
journey gives the chance to listen and appraise before applying their knowledge
through composition.

Across the year and year groups, children are given the opportunity to use a
range of musical instruments to inspire their creative response to the curriculum
learning. This includes untuned percussion, African drums and glockenspiels to
support the development of notation.

We are proud to represent our community as part of the Portsmouth Music Hub
by participating in a range of seasonal performance opportunities and significant
events. This includes our annual participation in the Infant Voices Music Festival
which we are proud to host at Westover. This involves all pupils in Year 1 and 2
with some children choosing to perform as part of the showcase at the
Portsmouth Guildhall with schools from across the city. Our Junior children take
part in annual videos whereby they perform and the clips are professionally
edited to showcase their talents to the online community.

All children take part in a weekly singing assembly, learning songs based on
seasonal events, topical songs or songs sparked by their interest.

At Christmas time, all pupils at Westover are involved in different singing events.
EYFS and Year 1 rehearse and perform a nativity. Year 2, 3 and 4 sing a variety
of Christmas songs at the local church. The Junior children contribute to the
Christmas themed Portsmouth Music Hub video.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

The children at Westover are invited to participate in the Rocksteady programme
to form a rock band with peers across the school. During this, they learn a new
instrument and perform as part of a group to the wider school and parents. Each
year, pupil premium pupils are selected to receive bursary places to enhance
their wider opportunities.




o Westover currently does not have separate one to one or group paid music
tuition outside of what is taught in lesson time unless the children choose to sign
up to Rocksteady.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

e As well as our Christmas performances, our Year 6s enjoy an end of year
performance which is performed at the local secondary school. This allows them
to get a feel for performing on a real stage to a live audience as well as further
supporting their transition. During their leavers events we welcome in bands
from local secondary schools to inspire our pupils to continue to take an interest
in music

e Every child at Westover will be given the opportunity to perform to a live
audience: Infant Voices, nativity, Christmas singing event and Year 6 show.

e We also endeavour to provide opportunity for children to experience
professional performances whether that be in a live theatre or within the school
environment.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

e Seek opportunities for children to be exposed to real, professional musicians
and performances to continue to develop their aspirations and create inspiration
and unforgettable musical moments.

e Invest in a wider range of instruments for the children to access, explore and
express music through their creative responses.

Further information

Portsmouth Music Hub - Portsmouth Music Hub

Rocksteady - Home - Rocksteady Music School



https://www.portsmouthmusichub.org/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/

